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Oil spill cleanup 
 

Explanatory video transcript 

 

(0:09) 

Let's start by setting up our experiment. We have a clear container filled with clean water, some oil to simulate 

an oil spill, and various tools to explore how we can clean up this mess. 

(0:28) 

Watch closely as we introduce oil into our clean water, mimicking the unfortunate reality of an oil spill. 

(0:43) 

Now, notice how the oil spreads and affects the water's clarity. 

(0:49) 

This is similar to what happens when there's an oil spill in our oceans or other water bodies. 

(1:02) 

Now, it's time to try and clean up the mess. We have various tools at our disposal – cotton, a pipet, a spoon, 

wooden tongs, string, and even dishwasher soap. 

Which tool would you choose to clean up the oil spill? Why? Let your imagination guide you! 

(1:30) 

Remember, after your attempts to clean up the water, observe the results. Some tools might have been more 

effective than others. Why is that? Could we apply the same methods to clean up the whole sea? 

What happens when we put dishwasher soap on our oil spill? Why does this happen? Can we use soap to clean 

up oil spills? 

(2:13) 

While using dishwasher soap may work on a small scale or in controlled environments, it is not a practical or 

effective solution for cleaning up large oil spills in the ocean. 

Ocean oil spills involve vast quantities of oil, and the scale and complexity of the problem require specialized and 

more sophisticated methods for effective cleanup. 

(2:41) 

Now, let's ponder some other questions together. 

What changes did you observe in the water after the oil spill? Why was it challenging to clean the water from the 

oil? Which materials do you think were most effective in cleaning the oil spill, and why? 
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(3:04) 

This activity connects directly with the global Goals for Sustainable Development. By understanding the impact 

of pollution, especially oil spills, we contribute to goals like ensuring clean water and protecting life below water. 

(3:24) 

This experiment reveals the consequences of oil spills on water quality. It's a simple, yet powerful reminder of 

why we must protect our water sources and strive towards a cleaner, healthier planet. 

 


